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Children’s Crusade – Freeing the Mind

Learned Chairman, President, Secretary General and Respected guests.
 First of all I would like to thank the Pio Manzu centre for giving me the opportunity to attend the 33rd Pio Manzu International conference on “Children’s Crusade” freeing the mind. I really feel greatly honored to be here in this August gathering. I have come here as a Tiny Humming Bird from Bangkok carrying a drop of my knowledge which I will try to pour into the ocean of learning which is flowing today right through this Majestic hall in Rimini as my most modest share . 

The subject today is related to kids and by coincidence I have been named as Whiz kid. My talk, therefore, will naturally touch a little on Children’s Crusade for Information Technology. Please bear with me for that.

Before I start my talk on the children’s status, rights and protection in the world today, I would like to briefly speak on what actually is children’s crusade and what is meant by freeing the mind. 

It is the pent-up feelings of confidence and leadership in children which kindled a fire that engulfed the world in Middle Ages and awakened the generations to come to realize the ground realities of child behavior.

The epidemical fanaticism that had so long been agitating Europe seized upon the children resulting in what is known as the Children’s Crusade.
The Children’s Crusade is a series of possibly fictitious or misrepresented events of 1212. The story is that an outburst of old popular enthusiasm lead a gathering in France and Germany. The leaders of the children’s crusade where none else but children – French named Stephan and a German named Nicholas. These Crusades had finally fizzled out. 
It is said that Children’s Crusade is mostly a fiction and is regarded as an actual event simply because everyone “KNOWS’ It happened.  It was not the Children’s Crusade but it was the 13th Century equivalent of spring break.

Several conflicting accounts exist and the facts of the situation continue to be a subject of debate among historians.
Freeing the mind 

Freeing of mind means clearing out the mental debris and developing more appropriate ways of thinking. By this we can free our self and regain mastery of our minds. Like the computer designer who has succumbed to his machine , and realizes that he  must free himself of its control , we need to free ourselves of our obsolete mental procedures. In making our progress we need to clear the mind of old, useless thoughts. We know that computers and mind are useful things when kept in their place. Yet both work on the Garbage in Garbage out principle. A mind full of false computation is just as useless as a computer with false data. When we realize that much of the data and procedures in our minds are put there during child hood or before then we realize we need to clear up our minds if we are to clear up our lives. 

Status:
 In fact it is the adults who teach children how to hate. It is the adults who teach children to fight our wars. Perhaps children’s can teach adults in a better way how to love and how to fight for peace . 
We know how courageous Columbian Children’s were who made strides against decades of terror and war in a country where adults had been unable to make progress towards peace.

Now all are convinced that children working together could help the peace process because their voice has such a powerful impact on adults. The conflict in Columbia was very complicated and sometimes adults did not know whom to believe. They did not always trust the politicians or the news paper or what they see on television. But when they hear a child speak about the war and violence they know they are hearing the truth. It is said peace begins with your self, your family, your friends, your community and your country. But it does not stop there. Peace that begins in the hearts of children can cover the entire world. “Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day. Teach a man to Fish and you feed him for lifetime”. So the fate of humanity is now is in the hands of children. It is aptly said by William Wordsworth “The child is the father of a man” . To Quote George Washington “ How far you go in life depends on your being tender with the young , compassionate with the aged , sympathetic with the striving and tolerant with the weak and the strong . Someday in your life you have been all these “. Child is the most vital element in a person’s development. The Jesuits used to say “Give me a child for the first 7 years and you may do whatever you like with him afterwards “They knew that by the time a child reached 7 his character will be largely set . When a number of children are provided the opportunity to develop in such a self motivated way within a broad nurturing environment then you have a flourishing garden of vibrating children, a true learning community that is a site to behold. 

Children are one of the most venerable groups but this is particularly true for many in the developing world.  Vulnerable children are often all alone in the world. They have no body to stand up for and protect their basic Human rights like food and clean water, shelter, education and health care. Many children work as child laborers affected by war or conflicts. Some are forced to become Child soldiers. The over riding reason is poverty . Sometime Children’s run away to the cities in search of better life, only to find that conditions are harsh and each day is struggle for survival. Sometimes children’s have no choice but to work everyday in order to live. Children work for scavenging, selling cigarettes, shining shoes, factory works and domestic servants . The problem of child labor is not just one facing one country or continent. It is a world wide issue. Children who work in an unhealthy condition are exposed to physical and physiological harm and develop respiratory disorders without any one to help them. At any given time, it is estimated that up to 250,000 children are being used in armed groups and forces around the world in a variety of roles – including as cooks, porters, messengers and for sexual purposes. It is heartening to find that the Paris Conference of February-2007 on” Free Children from War" has undertaken to   protect children from unlawful recruitment or use by armed forces. 

Many of them are at the risk of becoming victims of violence and sexual abuse . Many of them are affected with HIV and AIDS . Every Year as many as 275 million children world wide are caught in the cross fire of Domestic violence and suffer the full consequence of a turbulent home life. These neglected children need our support . 

A considerable number of global leaders have talked on this issue in a very exciting and innovative way. I may not be innovative but I will be definitely assertive in saying that countless offences that have been perpetuated and are still been committed in the world today against the innocent children grossly eclipses the destruction of our human prospects of any kind of adult civilization. Children due to fear are often silent and submit to violence without questioning.  They sometimes show signals of deep hurt in their behavior but this goes unnoticed, perpetuating further violence on them. It gives pain to say that even in this age corporal punishment is rampant. It involves rapping on the knuckles,  kneeling down for hours , slapping child , sexual abuse and all other acts leading to insult , humiliation , physical and mental injury. This should be stopped wherever it exists now. The world has reached an important milestone on child survival. For the first time in modern history, the number of children dying before the age of five has fallen below 10 million per year. New survey figures reported by UNICEF on 13th September show solid progress, with worldwide child deaths at a record low of 9.7 million per year – down from almost 13 million in1990. 

Children's Rights

Every child and young person has rights, no matter who they are or where they live. These are enshrined in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, based on the world's first declaration on children's rights Nearly every government in the world promised to protect, respect and fulfil these rights, yet children's rights are still violated worldwide. We children do not accept this. We believe that all children should have their rights respected and protected.

Children's rights include:

· personal rights, such as the right to a name and a nationality and freedom of thought 

· access to services, such as clean water and food, education and support for a child's family 

· Protection from exploitation, violence, neglect and abuse.

We believe that these rights are violated for several reasons:

· governments have hardly any priority for children, and fail to recognize that they have rights 

· Children are not listened to; this disempowers them and leaves them vulnerable to exclusion and exploitation.

We can protect children's rights by:

· helping to establish mechanisms and structures which will promote and protect children's rights such as independent human rights institutions 

· creating and analyzing situations to help us measure governments' compliance with international law 

· By advocating to get children's rights principles and standards included in domestic law and policy  

· Assisting children and young people to make their views heard and become an integral part of the change process 

· Supporting the creation of mechanisms which empower children to advocate for the promotion and realization of their rights.

HIV and AIDS

The following figures are  of AIDS and HIV  in 2006

	Child AIDS deaths in 2006

	0.38  million

	Children living with HIV/AIDS in 2006
	2.3 million

	Children newly infected with HIV in 2006
	0.53 million


 Of the 39.5 million people living with HIV and AIDS, 2.3 million are children   At the end of 2006, there were 2.3 million children living with HIV around the world.  

  Over half a million children became newly infected with HIV in 2006.     Of the 2.9 million people who died of AIDS during 2006, over one in ten were children. Every hour, forty children die as a result of AIDS. 
 Generations of children are having their right to health, protection, care, basic nutrition and education challenged by HIV and AIDS. Children who live with HIV, and with an HIV-positive family member, or have been orphaned because of AIDS need extra protection, support and care.

HIV-positive children and those orphaned by AIDS should be cared for in their communities, rather than in institutions. 

 Prevention

Save the Children is one of the only agencies putting children at the centre of work to prevent HIV and AIDS. 

For HIV and AIDS  we must have  increasing access to HIV-prevention information and related services .The organization and communities  should help children plan for the future after the death of a family member from HIV and AIDS.

We should make efforts  to increase the provision of cheaper drugs in poorer countries to treat HIV-positive people.  Most of the world's poor people are children. They miss out on the basics of life, such as good health, nutrition, education and security. Just how poor they are, the extent and severity of that poverty, is directly linked to the economic policies and activities that ignore children's rights to a happy, healthy and secure childhood. The very poorest children and their families are often excluded or not considered by decision-makers, and that has a major impact on their well-being. We should push more resources to be invested nationally and internationally in reducing childhood poverty  and  ensure that those resources actually reach the poorest children.

CHILD PROTECTION: 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) outlines the fundamental rights of children,  including  the right to be protected from economic exploitation and harmful work, from all forms of sexual exploitation and abuse, and from physical or mental violence, as well as ensuring that children will not be separated from their family against their will. The term ‘child protection’ refers to preventing and responding to violence, exploitation and abuse against children – including commercial sexual exploitation, child labor and

harmful traditional practices such as child marriage. Violations of the child’s right to protection take place in every country and are massive and under-reported barriers to child survival and development, in addition to being human rights violations. Children subjected to violence, exploitation, abuse and neglect are at risk of death, poor physical and mental health, HIV/AIDS infection, educational problems, displacement, homelessness, and poor parenting skills later in life. 

STEPS REQUIRED FOR ENSURING CHILD PROTECTION

It is necessary to build a protective environment for children that will help prevent and respond to violence, abuse and exploitation. It has eight essential components. Strengthening government commitment and capacity to fulfil children’s right to protection; promoting the establishment and enforcement of adequate legislation; addressing harmful attitudes, customs and practices; encouraging open discussion of child protection issues that includes media and civil society partners; developing children’s life skills, knowledge and participation; building capacity of families and communities; providing essential

services for prevention, recovery and reintegration,

including basic health, education and protection;

and establishing and implementing ongoing and effective monitoring.
I will fail in my duty if I do not speak about the role of computer technology which is playing a vital part in the development of a child in the world today. As literacy has received national attention, computer  literacy also needs to be addressed with similar high level efforts. Computers and software’s can play a major role in improving the educational leadership skills of our children and prepare them for the next century. Computer represents a classroom and home learning tool for toady as well as strategic business tool for tomorrow. Learning of children does not end when school is over . Unfortunately a vast majority of teachers today did not grow up in the computer generation . Imagine a teacher who himself is not knowing computer applications is seen educating children on fundamentals of computer use . If the teacher is excited or comfortable with computer , that energy will naturally be passed on to the children.  So I as a crusader for IT learning hereby call upon the children community of the world to help your school beat economic realties that may be preventing more computers from being purchased . Force your school authorities to apply for more grants or organize fund raisers . Do all that you can so support efforts so bring computer into your classroom  , into your home and into your child’s learning experience .  If you can pull your kids from mothers lap to Lap Tops you wont believe what you have achieved . It will be a unique achievement of children’s IT crusade of the present Century. 

Children’s realm has been called “ Nursery of Heaven . “  It is a town ship in itself containing everything that great minds could possibility provide . So all children should have the same opportunity , the same rights to their spiritual heritage. 

A child is a person who is going to carry on what you have started. He is going to sit where you are sitting and when you are gone attend to those things which you think are important . You may adopt any policy you please , but how they are carried out depends on him . He will assume control of your cities, states and nation. All of your actions are going to be judged, praised, or condemned by him. At the end let us remember that I or you shall pass through this world but once. Any good that I or you can or any kindness that I or you can show to any child let me or you do it now an only now and not defer it as I or you shall not pass this road again.

Thank you for your patient hearing.
